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World Sources of Marine DebrisWorld Sources of Marine Debris

Litter gets into the ocean fromLitter gets into the ocean from -

• Land

• Merchant shipping

• Fishing & aquaculture

• Recreational boats

• Offshore installations

Some disposal is permitted Some disposal is permitted –– but depends what and wherebut depends what and where

Photo courtesy of NOAA



Photos courtesy of NOAA



Marine debris Marine debris -- A global problemA global problem

• Thousands of hectares of debris in the Pacific

• Plastic the big issue - in water and on the shore

• Breaks into tiny pieces - persists for 100’s of years

• Eaten by plankton & animals – stays in food chain

• Possible death or contamination of seafood



Animals mistake plastic for food 

Albatross chick skeleton – photo courtesy of NOAA



Fouled gear and machinery
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Rubbish in nets and lines



Finding SolutionsFinding Solutions

STEP 1 STEP 1 –– Understand the IssuesUnderstand the Issues

• NOT about more regulation

• Surveys of port facilities

• Survey of current practices

• Talk to people in the “real world”

• Learn from overseas experiences
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What we need to knowWhat we need to know

STEP 2 STEP 2 –– What can you tell us?What can you tell us?

• How people manage garbage on boats now?

• What works well and what doesn’t?

• Why is it difficult to bring rubbish back to land?

• Are the laws about garbage clear?

• Are port facilities adequate?





Next StepsNext Steps

Where to go from here Where to go from here --

• Analyse results from the surveys

• Focus groups to help understand the issues

• Work with industry to find practical solutions

• Providing better information where needed

• Work with councils & marinas to improve facilities

• Taking the lessons from NZ to the world 


